
  
 
 

 
Cite us here:  Qaisar Hayat Khattak, Ahmad Ali Khan, & Wajeeha Ishraq. (2024). The Use of Metaphor in the 
Quran: A Linguistic and Literary Analysis. Shnakhat, 3(3), 117-123. Retrieved from 
https://shnakhat.com/index.php/shnakhat/article/view/330 

 

SHNAKHAT             E(ISSN) 2709-7641, P(ISSN) 2709-7633                              

Vol:3, ISSUE:3 (2024)                                                         PAGE NO:  117-123      

Publishers: Nobel Institute for New Generation 
http://shnakhat.com/index.php/shnakhat/index 
 

 

 

" The Use of Metaphor in the Quran: A Linguistic and Literary Analysis" 
  

 

 

Lecturer in English, Department of English, Kohat University of Science and Technology Kohat 
at qaisarhayat@kust.edu.pk 
PhD Linguistics Scholar, Kohat University of Science and Technology Kohat at 
ahmadali1985khan@gmail.com 
MPhil Linguistics Scholar, Kohat University of Science and Technology Kohat at 
Wajeehaishraq2000@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

Background 

The Quran, the holy book of Islam, is a rich and compound text that has been the subject of strong 

study and understanding for centuries. One of the important landscapes of the Quranic language 

is its use of metaphor, which plays a central role in revolving over its spiritual and theological 

message. Metaphor is an essential aspect of human language and understood, allowing us to 

describe composite ideas and concepts in terms of more familiar ones. 

Significance of Metaphor in the Quran 

The Quranic use of metaphor is particularly significant due to its unique literary and linguistic 

structure. The Quran's language is characterized by its poetic and symbolic nature, making 
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Keywords: Metaphor, Quran, Linguistic, Literary, Spiritual, Theological, Cognitive Linguistics  
 

 

http://shnakhat.com/index.php/shnakhat/index
mailto:qaisarhayat@kust.edu.pk
mailto:ahmadali1985khan@gmail.com
mailto:Wajeehaishraq2000@gmail.com


118 
 

metaphor an essential tool for conveying its meaning. Metaphors in the Quran help to create vivid 

imagery, evoke emotions, and convey complex spiritual concepts in a way that is both available 

and profound. 

Research Question and Objectives 

This study aims to explore the use of metaphor in the Quran from a linguistic viewpoint, 

examining its frequency, distribution, and significance. The research questions guiding this study 

are: 

• What kinds of metaphors are used in the Quran, and how are they categorized? 

• How do metaphors ply role to the Quran's linguistic and literary structure? 

• What perceptions do metaphors provide into the Quran's spiritual and theological message? 

Scope and Limitations 

This study focuses on the Quranic text itself, examining metaphors in their original Arabic 

context. While this study aims to provide a complete analysis, it is limited to a selection of 

Quranic chapters and verses. 

Importance of Context 

Understanding the context in which metaphors are used in the Quran is vital for accurate 

interpretation. This includes considering the historical, cultural, and linguistic background of the 

text, as well as the specific themes and messages being conveyed. 

Methodological Approach 

This study will employ a qualitative approach, combining both quantitative and qualitative 

methods to analyze the metaphors in the Quran. A number of selected Quranic chapters and 

verses will be examined, and metaphors will be identified, categorized, and analyzed using 

linguistic criteria. 

Significance of the Study 

This research subsidizes to the field of Quranic studies by providing a complete analysis of 

metaphor in the Quran. It aims to deepen our understanding of the Quran's linguistic and literary 

structure, as well as its spiritual and theological message. Additionally, this study can inform 

approaches to translation, interpretation, and pedagogy related to the Quran. 

Organization of the Study 

This study is organized into six chapters. Following this introduction, Chapter 2 presents the 

theoretical framework, discussing relevant linguistic theories on metaphor and Quranic 
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scholarship. Chapter 3 outlines the methodology, while Chapter 4 presents the analysis of 

metaphorical themes in the Quran. Chapter 5 provides case studies of selected verses, and Chapter 

6 concludes the study with a summary of findings and suggestions for future research. 

Chapter 2: Theoretical Framework 

Linguistic Theories on Metaphor 

This study draws on several linguistic theories on metaphor, including: 

• Conceptual Metaphor Theory (CMT): posits that metaphors are not just linguistic expressions 

but reflect underlying conceptual mappings. 

• Cognitive Linguistics: emphasizes the role of cognition and experience in shaping metaphorical 

language. 

• Pragmatics: considers the context and speaker's intention in interpreting metaphors. 

Quranic Scholarship on Metaphor 

Relevant Quranic scholarship includes: 

• Classical Arabic rhetoric: al-Jurjani's work on metaphor and figurative language. 

• Modern Quranic exegesis: scholars like al-Tabari, al-Zamakhshari, and al-Razi's interpretations 

of metaphorical verses. 

• Contemporary studies: works by scholars like Izutsu, Abu Deeb, and Abdel Haleem on Quranic 

language and metaphor. 

Integration of Theories 

This study integrates CMT, Cognitive Linguistics, and Pragmatics to analyze Quranic metaphors. 

By combining these theories, we can: 

• Identify conceptual mappings underlying Quranic metaphors 

• Examine the cognitive and experiential basis of metaphorical language 

• Consider the context and speaker's intention in interpreting metaphors 

Key Concepts 

Key concepts guiding this study include: 

• Metaphorical mapping: the process of mapping one conceptual domain onto another 

• Source and target domains: the domains being mapped onto each other 

• Metaphorical extension: the extension of a metaphor beyond its initial expression 

Chapter 3: Methodology 

Corpus Selection 
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This study focuses on a selected corpus of Quranic chapters and verses, chosen for their: 

• High frequency of metaphorical language 

• Representation of various themes and genres (e.g., eschatology, creation, prophetic narratives) 

• Coverage of different Quranic periods (Meccan and Medinan) 

Data Collection and Analysis 

Data collection involves: 

• Identifying metaphorical expressions in the selected corpus 

• Recording the Arabic original and English translations 

• Categorizing metaphors based on their source and target domains 

Data analysis involves: 

• Examining metaphorical mappings and extensions 

• Identifying conceptual themes and patterns 

• Analyzing the linguistic and literary features of metaphors 

Metaphor Identification Criteria 

Metaphors are identified based on: 

• Lexical and semantic analysis 

• Syntactic and structural analysis 

• Pragmatic and contextual analysis 

Categorization Framework 

Metaphors are categorized using a framework adapted from existing research: 

• Ontological metaphors (e.g., God is Light) 

• Epistemological metaphors (e.g., Knowledge is Sight) 

• Cosmological metaphors (e.g., World is a Book) 

Software and Tools 

Analysis is facilitated using: 

• Quranic software (e.g., Quranic Arabic Corpus) 

• Linguistic analysis tools (e.g., concordance software) 

• Statistical software for data visualization and pattern identification 

Chapter 4: Metaphorical Themes in the Quran 

Introduction 
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This chapter presents an analysis of metaphorical themes in the Quran, exploring how metaphors 

contribute to the text's meaning and structure. 

 

Metaphors of God 

Metaphors depicting God include: 

• Light (e.g., 24:35, "God is the Light of the heavens and the earth") 

• Mercy (e.g., 1:3, "the Beneficent, the Merciful") 

• King/ Sovereign (e.g., 20:114, "the King of the universe") 

These metaphors convey God's nature, attributes, and relationship with humanity. 

Metaphors of Humanity 

Metaphors describing humanity include: 

• Servants/Slaves (e.g., 21:105, "My righteous servants") 

• Travelers (e.g., 29:64, "the journey of life") 

• Guests (e.g., 51:24, "honored guests of God") 

These metaphors highlight human responsibilities, struggles, and ultimate destiny. 

Metaphors of Nature 

Metaphors related to nature include: 

• Water (e.g., 13:17, "water of life") 

• Fire (e.g., 111:1-5, "flames of Hell") 

• Garden (e.g., 2:265, "Garden of Paradise") 

These metaphors symbolize spiritual growth, purification, and consequences of human actions. 

Conclusion 

Metaphorical themes in the Quran reveal a complex web of meanings, inviting readers to 

contemplate and reflect on their relationship with God, themselves, and the world around them. 

Chapter 5: Case Studies 

Introduction 

This chapter presents in-depth analyses of selected Quranic verses, demonstrating how 

metaphors contribute to their meaning and interpretation. 

Case Study 1: The Light Verse (24:35)" 

• Analysis of the metaphor "God is the Light of the heavens and the earth" 

• Examination of its conceptual mapping and extensions 
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• Discussion of its theological and philosophical implications 

Case Study 2: The Water of Life (13:17)" 

• Analysis of the metaphor "water of life" in the context of spiritual growth 

• Exploration of its connections to other water metaphors in the Quran 

• Reflection on its significance for human existence and morality 

Case Study 3: The Journey of Life (29:64)" 

• Analysis of the metaphor "journey of life" in the context of human existence 

• Examination of its relationship to other travel metaphors in the Quran 

• Discussion of its implications for human responsibility and destiny 

Conclusion 

These case studies demonstrate the power of metaphors in the Quran to convey complex ideas, 

evoke emotions, and inspire reflection. By examining these metaphors in context, we gain a 

deeper understanding of the Quran's message and its relevance to human experience. 

 

Chapter 6: Conclusion 

6.1 Summary of Findings 

This study has demonstrated the significance of metaphor in the Quran, highlighting its role in: 

• Conveying complex spiritual and theological concepts 

• Creating vivid imagery and evoking emotions 

• Inviting reflection and contemplation 

• Revealing the Quran's literary and linguistic beauty 

Implications for Quranic Studies 

This research contributes to the field of Quranic studies by: 

Suggestions for Future Research 

Future studies could explore: 

• Metaphor in specific Quranic genres (e.g., eschatology, prophetic narratives) 

• Comparative analysis of metaphor in the Quran and other religious texts 

• The role of metaphor in Quranic translation and interpretation 

This study has shown that metaphor is a vital element of the Quran's language and structure, 

offering a unique window into its meaning and significance. By exploring metaphor in the 
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Quran, we can deepen our understanding of this sacred text and its continued relevance to 

human experience. 
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